Wallstent metallic biliary endoprosthesis: MR imaging characteristics.
Image quality and safety of magnetic resonance (MR) imaging were evaluated in vitro and in eight patients with the most commonly employed metallic biliary endoprosthesis. In vitro, the stent produced no tip deflection at 0.6 or 1.5 T. Trace magnetic susceptibility artifact, similar to artifact from a column of air, paralleled the stent. In patients, image degradation was minimal with conventional pulse sequences. Middle-field-strength spin-echo images revealed minimal artifacts indistinguishable from those produced by pneumobilia.